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made permanent by the first Anglo-Japanese Alliance, and
perfectly guaranteed by the second Anglo-Japanese Alliance,
the Franco-Japanese Arrangement, and lastly by the Russo-
Japanese Convention, Rumours concerning Japan consent-
ing in the Convention to the possession of Outer Mongolia
by Russia are untrue. The principle of the preservation of
the independence, territorial integrity and equal opportunity
In China, holds valid in this Convention throughout the
Chinese Empire, Mongolia included. China ought not to
misunderstand the circumstance, but to rest easy, trusting
in the sincerity of Japan/'

In a recent interview the new Russian Ambassador to
Japan, M. Malevitch, is reported as having said that the Amur
Railway is intended solely to develop the resources of the
regions through which it passes, and to encourage civilisa-
tion, and that Russia's position in Siberia was virtually the
same as Japan's position in Korea. There are, he said,
people in Japan who regard the building of the Amur
Railway with suspicion, and there are men in Russia who
look with apprehension at the expansion of Japan's naval
and military forces ; but he believed that the former is purely
economical, while the latter is recognised by sensible on-
lookers as an inevitable adjunct of Japan's newly acquired
position in Asia. He added that it is much to be desired
that the people of the two Empires would lay aside mutual
distrust and cultivate warm and friendly relations with each
other. It is sincerely to be hoped that the future will justify
these opinions and expectations, and that Japan and Russia
will co-operate for the welfare of their people and the pro-
motion of the peace of the world.

CHINA

In a previous chapter* we have noted some of the chief
facts in the history of the early contact of China with the
West up till the Treaty of Peking in 1860. Nothing of
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